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Pork

Due to continued labor constraints within the meat processing 
plants, expect ham shortages from Smithfield and an allocation 
of pork chops from Buckhead into the Southeast RDC. 

Beef

COVID-19 is causing beef packers to close, while others are 
reducing hours of production.  This is forcing beef prices higher 
as animal harvest has not met the demand.

Seafood

Domestic catfish prices continue to climb due to the limited 
availability of live fish coupled with additional production costs 
associated with implementing social distancing at processors.

Whole bird, breasts, tender and wing markets are up as 
production remains volatile. Demand continues to increase 
in both foodservice and retail due to states reopening and 
pressure from other proteins. Dark meat continues its rise 
this week due to the stress of exports.  

Trade tension between U.S. and China seem to have eased 
which gave traders some confidence to by some futures, 
elevating soybean futures, albeit, slightly. Exports to China 
are expected to increase for soybeans, and soybean oil. 
Palm markets fell as Indonesia and Malaysia have not seen 
expected exports to either China or India. 

Absenteeism and confirmed illness are the challenge for 
producers, leading to supply levels falling to historical lows. 
Foodservice opening across the country has increased 
demand on an already tight supply; therefore, continuing to 
drive markets to record levels. Ribs, tenders, and strips 
demand are supported by grilling season ahead at the retail 
level and food service planning.

Cheese markets continue to move upward as food service 
customers have begun to reengage. The butter market has 
begun to move upward as more states begin to reopen 
following the COVID-19 outbreak. Over the last seven days 
extra large and large shell eggs have seen decreases while 
mediums have stabilized.

As more pork plants work to get back on-line within the 
next few weeks, hog harvests and labor constraints 
continue to be a huge concern for packers. Bone-in loins are 
at record high numbers due to high demand as some states 
are lifting stay at home orders. Expect rib markets to push 
higher due to increased demand as Memorial Day weekend 
approaches.

The domestic shrimp market is weak due to suppliers 
heavily discounting excess inventories ahead of the 
upcoming season beginning on May 18th. Newfoundland 
snow crab fishery opened May 11th. Canadian spring pack 
for lobster will start May 15th instead of May 1st. Copper 
River salmon market starts on May 15th. 
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Asparagus

Asparagus-Alert

Demand continues to exceed supply. Relief 
expected in the next 7-14 days. 

The market remains high as demand 
exceeds supplies. MI and WA have 
experienced unexpected cold 
weather which is causing delays in 
their start. Logistical issues continue 
for shipments from Peru but are 
slowly improving. 

Carrots

Suppliers continue to be at capacity, look to 
regional suppliers for help due to the 
current situation out of CA.

Avocados Broccoli & Cauliflower Lettuce and Leaf

Mexico and CA supplies are strong 
with promotional volume. From Peru, 
arrivals are light but increasing, with 
promotional volume in 3 weeks. The 
size curve is peaking on 60-70ct. 
Mexican fruit has full color on the 
trees and high maturity. CA crop has 
a low percent of #2’s.

Quality is fair to good. Broccoli: Some 
brown bead, decay, yellowing, 
oversizing, and occasional hollow 
core. Cauliflower: Occasional 
discoloration and incidental mold 
spot. Supplies are good but the 
forecast indicates markets could 
become active and shorter in 
supplies.

Supplies are good but unknown 
demand swings continue to impact 
forecasts and markets will have 
increased activity in the upcoming 
weeks. Quality on iceberg, romaine 
and leaf lettuces is reported to fair to 
go with some pinking, mildew and 
wind scar issues being seen. 

Mushrooms

The industry will be in a critical short supply 
situation for the next 10 weeks. Suppliers in 
all growing regions are down in overall 
production and  not producing the needed 
volume to meet demand needs.

Peppers

Eggplant-Alert Celery Grapes

Supplies continue to be limited from 
Florida and Mexico. Hot weather and 
winds impacting production in 
Florida and Mexico is winding down 
in production.

Markets are improving as better 
production is coming out of the 
fields. Quality is better with 
occasional discoloration and QA is 
watching for insect damage. Salinas, 
CA production is expected to start in 
the next 4-6 weeks.

Reds: Demand is fair and volume from 
Chile is good. Mexico will have a light 
start next week and CA this week. 
Quality is fair to good. Greens: 
Mexican supplies are extremely light 
with strong markets. Other regions 
are not currently producing.

Supplies are short as the weather has 
affected crops.

Garlic

Mix Berries Citrus Peppers-Alert

Supply remains low as increased demand is 
expected at the retail level leaving supplies 
on 30lb bulk very scarce.

Supplies are more challenged this 
week on blueberries and raspberries. 
Production on both have been 
hampered by weather events in the 
growing regions. Blackberries 
continue to preform well with good 
availability.

Quality is good. Lemon: Demand is 
improving. Sizing is limited on 165ct 
and smaller. Limes: Rain will limit 
crossings. Availability is mostly 
200-230ct. Oranges: Demand 
continues to be very good. Markets 
are increasing. Sizing is very limited 
on 88ct and smaller. 

Markets remains active for all bells. 
Green bells are showing a slight 
improvement in supplies, while red 
and yellow bells are very short and 
expected to remain tight for several 
weeks. 

Strawberry Melons Tomato

Salinas and Watsonville, CA had a day 
of rain with more in the forecast for 
the end of the week.  As a result there 
will be some quality issues as a result, 
but this should be a short-term 
impact. 

Quality is good. Cantaloupes: 
Demand continues to be very good. 
The CA and AZ deserts have started, 
and sizing is running heavy to the 
small sizes; 9 and 12ct are very short. 
Honeydew: Demand is good. 
Offshore and Mexico are the main 
sources; CA will start next week.

The round market has stabilized. 
Grape and cherry tomato markets 
remain steady. Roma tomatoes are 
trending down with increased 
availability and normal demand.
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