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Pork

COVID-19 has limited hog harvests due to meat processing 
plant closures. As markets and demand continue to rise, expect 
shortages, especially on boneless products.

Beef

Corona Virus IS causing beef packers to close, while others are 
reducing hours of production, forcing beef prices higher. 

Seafood

Due to COVID-19 and the limited amount of workers, the snow 
crab season in Newfoundland has been delayed until May 11th.  

Whole bird markets are up. Breasts, tender and wing 
markets are up as production and demand remains volatile. 
Foodservice has seen some higher demands in the past few 
weeks. Foodservice promotions are on the rise, offering 
family meal deals and bundling takeout platters. 

Last week soybean oil markets moved higher, but this week 
have slid back down. Foodservice demand is starting to 
increase, and we have seen some biofuel demand tick up, 
too. Palm oil has fallen, as anticipated exports to India have 
not taken place. 

As plant production is reduced due to absentee and 
confirmed illness, supplies continue to drop to record levels. 
Middle meats are in high demand with Mother’s Day 
around the corner. Ribs, tenders, and strips continue to 
climb as retail demand is strong and foodservice demand is 
picking up. Chucks and rounds continue to be supported by 
retail demand.

The Cheese markets continue to move upward and stabilize 
after weeks of falloff. Cheese inventories are still a growing 
concern. The Butter markets have begun to move upward 
as more states begin to reopen following the COVID-19 
outbreak. Over the last 7 days only medium white eggs 
increased as the markets have begun to stabilize. 

With the continued closures of multiple pork plants caused 
by the spread of COVID-19, hog harvests have been limited 
and labor continues to be a huge concern. This is causing 
markets to rise but is also causing panic among consumers 
concerning potential meat shortages as packers struggle to 
keep the retail pipeline filled and meet the growing 
demand in foodservice.

The domestic catfish market is trending higher due to 
additional production costs associated with implementing 
social distancing measures at plants and limited live fish 
supply. Strong retail demand keeps small packs of canned 
tuna short in supply. Cod, Pollock and Haddock are good 
values.
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Asparagus

Asparagus-Alert

Demand continues to exceed supply. Relief 
expected in the next 7-14 days. 

Markets remain high for another 
week as demand exceeds supplies. 
Peruvian product continues to have 
logistical issues as planes are delayed 
1 – 2 days.

Carrots

Suppliers continue to be at capacity, look to 
regional suppliers for help due to the 
current situation out of CA.

Avocados Broccoli & Cauliflower Lettuce and Leaf

Markets are stable and supplies are 
steady. Markets will increase as 
demand rises and Mexico will 
increase harvest.

Quality is fair to good. Broccoli: 
Over-sizing is minor, but hollow core 
is more prevalent as weather has 
warmed up and is resulting in rapid 
growth. Markets remain steady. 
Cauliflower: There is occasional 
discoloration and bruising impacting 
some stands. Supplies are good to 
meet demand.

Markets are lower this week with 
ample supply to meet all demand.  
Iceberg: Quality is fair with tip burn, 
rapid growth/cracked ribs, and sun 
scald damage. Leaf: Quality is mostly 
good and improving with occasional 
fringe burn and insect activity. 
Romaine: Quality is fair with good 
with some seeder issues. 

Eggplant

Supplies are short with very strong markets.

Peppers

Eggplant-Alert Celery Grapes

Supplies continue to be limited from 
Florida and Mexico. Hot weather and 
winds impacting production in 
Florida and Mexico is winding down 
in production.

Quality is fair to good from Oxnard 
with occasional discoloration. 
Markets are increasing due to 
planting interruptions and seeder 
issues on the product coming out of 
Oxnard, CA. FL production has ended. 
Salinas, CA will begin production 
towards the middle of June. 

Reds: Demand has waned. Supplies 
are very heavy on Chilean fruit.  There 
is a two-tiered market with old and 
new crop. Quality is fair to good from 
Chile. Greens: Demand has been 
good on limited supplies of early 
Mexican fruit which is double the red 
market.  Demand is quiet on green 
grapes due to the market conditions. 

Supplies are short as the weather has 
affected crops.

Garlic

Mix Berries Citrus-Limes Peppers-Alert

Supply remains low as increased demand is 
expected at the retail level leaving supplies 
on 30lb bulk very scarce.

Good supplies and improving quality 
on all mixed berries. For the months 
of May and June, expect good 
promotable volume on raspberries 
and blackberries. 

Rain will impact harvest and supplies 
along with increased demand for 
exports to Europe. The surplus of 
small fruit will decrease. 

Supplies are extremely short with a 
range in quality. Markets will remain 
strong in the upcoming weeks until 
new areas move into production. 

Strawberry Citrus-Lemons Oranges Tomato

Conditions continue to improve out 
of CA.  There are some lingering 
quality issues, however, it should 
improve as we move into next week. 
The next three months should see 
good supply and promotable 
volumes on strawberries.

Overall quality is good. Lemon: 
Demand is steady to slightly better. 
All sizes are available but heavy for 
larger sizes. Markets are steady. 
Oranges: Demand is decreasing. 88ct, 
113ct, and 138ct supplies are limited 
for the foreseeable future. Valencias 
are beginning to ship to cover the 
shortage on small fruit.

The round market continues to 
strengthen on increased demand and 
low volume. Roma supply continues 
to improve with increasing 
availability and stable demand. Grape 
and cherry markets are stable.
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