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For more information about how Sysco can support  
your business please go to Foodie.Sysco.com/Covid

We are here for you. Sysco Marketing Services is here to support you during this 
uncertain time. We can help with tools, tips, and products that Sysco has available for 
you to continue to maintain your business – including carry-out and delivery menus, 
social media messaging, and more. Call us at 1-800-380-6348 for assistance.

1. www.eater.com/2020/3/17/21182293/coronavirus-relief-funds-restaurants-food-service-workers

Federal CARES Act Small Business Loans:
The CARES Act will provide economic relief for restaurants.  Under the CARES Act, the government will provide $350 billion 
in loans to Small Business Owners.  The intent of the loans are to help small businesses keep their employees on their 
payroll during the crisis and restore it after the crisis.

Key points of the Small Business Loans (Paycheck Protection Program - PPP):
• Restaurants are eligible.
• Lenders will give consideration for being in business 

before Feb 15, 2020.
• Up to $10 million each, all for companies with 500 or 

few workers; up to 2.5x average monthly payroll.
• The 500-employee threshold includes all employees: 

full-time, part-time, and any other status. For 
restaurants, the 500-employee count is based on the 
number of workers at each physical location. So a 
restaurant franchisee or multi-concept group with 
600 employees across five properties would  
still qualify.

• For example, an employer with an average monthly 
payroll of $900,000 would be eligible for a loan of 
$2.25 million.

• Loans are made through participating banks and 
large credit unions (SBA certified lenders).

• The loan will be fully forgiven if the funds are  
used for payroll costs, interest on mortgages,  
rent, and utilities.

• If not forgiven, loan payments will be deferred for six 
months, with a maturity of 2 years and an interest 
rate of 1%.

• The details can be found here for SBA Relief options.
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Help for Bars and Bartenders1

USBG Bartender Emergency Assistance Program
The United States Bartenders Guild is helping bartenders affected by the impact of the pandemic through its 
emergency assistance program. The guild is getting help from Jameson Irish Whiskey, which has pledged $500,000 
toward the effort. SipScience, an analytics company focused on the hospitality industry, has also launched a 
GoFundMe to raise $100,000 for the USBG National Charity Foundation.

Economic Injury Disaster Emergency Advance
Up to $10,000 with funds made available within days of a successful application, this loan advance will not have to be repaid. 
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/

SBA Paycheck Protection Program Fact Sheet
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Paycheck-Protection-Program-Application-3-30-2020-v3.pdf

SBA Paycheck Protection Program Application
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/PPP--Fact-Sheet.pdf

Paycheck Protection Program Updated Loan information 
 https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/PPP--IFRN%20FINAL.pdf

https://foodie.sysco.com/covid
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protection-program-ppp
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protection-program-ppp
https://www.sbc.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/guide-to-the-cares-act
https://usbgfoundation.networkforgood.com/
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/economic-injury-disaster-loan-emergency-advance
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Paycheck-Protection-Program-Application-3-30-2020-v3.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Paycheck-Protection-Program-Application-3-30-2020-v3.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/PPP--Fact-Sheet.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/PPP--Fact-Sheet.pdf
 https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/PPP--IFRN%20FINAL.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/PPP--IFRN%20FINAL.pdf
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Help for Restaurant and Delivery Workers1

Restaurant Workers’  
Community Foundation

The RWCF, which works across a number of labor  
issues in the restaurant industry, launched the RWCF 
COVID-19 Emergency Relief Fund. The fund collects 
donations to provide relief to individual workers  
affected by the coronavirus and to create  
zero-interest loans to businesses. 

One Fair Wage
The OFW campaign, a nonprofit advocating against 
sub-minimum-wage laws for tipped restaurant workers, 
launched the OFW Emergency Fund. The target $213,000 
(based on the federal tipped minimum wage of $2.13/
hour) will provide immediate cash assistance to restaurant 
employees, delivery workers, and other tipped workers 
in the food industry. Demand from restaurants on OFW is 
already surging. Sally Kohn, a representative for OFW, tells 
Eater, “We’ve received about six more times the number of 
requests as we’ve received donations. The crisis is huge.”

Unite Here Education and Support Fund
Unite Here, a labor union representing groups in the 
U.S. and Canada, is collecting funds to help its 300,000 
members with things like rent, groceries, health insurance, 
and lost wages. The union represents other industries 
beyond food service, including hotels, airports, and 
casinos, but you can select a specific local group if you 
prefer to target your money to particular restaurant 
industry workers.

ROC Disaster Relief Fund
The nonprofit Restaurant Opportunities Centers (ROC) 
United has set a target of $500,000 for its emergency 
relief fund, which seeks to help documented and 
undocumented restaurant workers who lose their jobs 
during the pandemic.

Spill The Dish
Spill The Dish offers a database of financial aid that 
combines donor funds with resources from government 
agencies and non-profits. It allows users to search by state, 
and breaks down results for restaurant workers, business 
owners, and individual donors. Users can also add new 
donation programs to the database.

Additional Assistance for Restaurants1

Dining Bond Initiative
Like government-issued war bonds, the Dining Bond 
Initiative seeks to bring in immediate cash in exchange 
for future restaurant purchases. Diners can buy gift 
certificates sold at a 25 percent discount ($100 worth of 
food for a $75 bond) to be redeemed in the restaurant 
within the next month or two, depending on how 
individual restaurants decide to honor the bonds. The 
program is open to all restaurants.

Southern Smoke Foundation
Houston chef Chris Shepherd’s Southern Smoke 
Foundation is accepting donations from well-wishers  
and applications for funds from restaurants and  
restaurant employees.

Give Local and Local for Later
Give Local and Local for Later are aggregating lists of 
restaurants promoting gift card sales while their doors are 
closed. Many restaurants are banking on gift cards to help 
defer costs until the pandemic subsides.

World Central Kitchen
José Andrés and WCK have already been pitching in 
on coronavirus relief, feeding quarantined cruise ship 
passengers, but the organization’s chefs need financial 
help to continue preparing meals for those in need during 
the crisis.

https://secure.restaurantworkerscf.org/np/clients/restaurantworkerscf/donation.jsp?forwardedFromSecureDomain=1&campaign=2&&test=true
https://secure.restaurantworkerscf.org/np/clients/restaurantworkerscf/donation.jsp?forwardedFromSecureDomain=1&campaign=2&&test=true
https://www.mightycause.com/story/Ofw
https://app.moonclerk.com/pay/2tj1vmqdq437
https://rocunited.org/relief/
https://www.spillthedish.com/covid_search.php
https://supportrestaurants.org/
https://southernsmoke.org/support/
https://givelocal.co/
https://www.localforlater.com/
https://donate.wck.org/give/236738/#!/donation/checkout

