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Produce

The fresh produce industry, across many growing regions in 
multiple states as well as in Mexico, continues to be challenged 
on several core commodity items. Several items are on alert.

Seafood

Supply of 8oz mahi-mahi portions is getting tighter as the 
harvest from the new season has yet to arrive to make larger 
portions. Fish typically run smaller at the start of the season.

Whole birds are slightly down. Breasts saw an increase. 
Jumbo tenders are down with demand slacking. Wings 
demand stayed high due to increase sporting activities and 
sizable foodservice demand. The back half of the chicken 
stayed steady.

Poor crop conditions in South America are leading to 
increased exports of US soybeans, which decreases the 
available crush for beans to make oil; therefore, soybean oil 
stocks are depleting. The USDA has also reported two 
months in a row, that stocks are diminishing, which is 
causing soybean oil markets to rise.

Ribs and tenders continue to encounter push back; 
although, buyers still bought the limited supplies by week's 
end. Briskets, chucks, and rounds continue to see a mix of 
limited trading with steady pricing. Strips and short loins 
continue to see weakness that is garnering attention from 
buyers, but not enough to stop the decline in pricing. 
Ground beef is flat.

The cheese markets continued to increase last week, as 
inventories are tightening across the country. The butter 
market increased last week. The market continues to move 
up and then drop back down; however, hovering in the 1.40 
to 1.50 range. All white shell eggs stayed flat, except extra 
large which decreased -$0.02.

Demand for pork has remained strong and will continue 
going into next week. Boneless butts are flat. Bone-in butts 
are showing signs of weakness as supply has increased. 
Loins are following suit with butts, except for tenderloins. 
Supply continues to be tight as retail demand has 
purchased available product.

The pollock harvest is primarily smaller fish and the season 
will end short of fulfilling the quota. Domestic catfish labor 
participation remains low as industry-wide shortages 
continue. The Keta harvest is down 60% this year and we 
could be facing potential shortages. We are looking to 
product from outside Alaska. 
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Carrots

Asparagus-Alert

Snack pack or baby carrots will be in short 
supply over the next few weeks due to 
capacity issues at the processors.  Sizing  on 
jumbos out of CA remains challenged as 
heat has caused growing issues. 

Market is adjusting but remains firm. 
With the stronger prices, retail 
demand has dropped. Volume is 
slowly improving in the West but still 
short of demand. East Coast is in 
better shape with steady volumes 
coming in from Peru. Quality is fair to 
good, with seedy tips reported in 
some regions.

Corn

Market remains strong with limited supplies. 
Georgia crop in light production and facing 
issues in the fields. New crop out of Florida 
expected to start by mid-November.

Avocados Broccoli Lettuce and Leaf-Alert

Mexico is moving into the Aventajada 
bloom making up 70% production 
and balanced with 30% production 
coming from the summer crop (Loca). 
Anticipate increase in percentage of 
#2’s in the coming weeks.  Current 
size curve is peaking on 48’s, then 
60s/70s/40s. California still packing 
very small amount to the West coast. 

The market remains unsettled due to 
inconsistent changes in demand. 
Fields continue to be disrupted by 
weather events and bouts of insect 
pressure causing drops in yields. 
Expect the market to remain 
unsettled for the next 3-5 weeks.  
Quality is mostly fair with pin rot, 
brown bead, and hollow core seen.

Markets on all romaine, iceberg, and 
leaf lettuces are volatile.  Planting 
disruptions coupled with increasing 
quality issues in the fields has led to 
the current market conditions.  
Expect markets to be unsettled and 
challenged for the month of October 
on all packs of commodity and value 
added packs. 

Eggplant

Better supply in the East with good quality. 
Supplies in the West are limited. Mexico 
started late last week, and Coachella is just 
getting started. Market to remain strong for 
the next 10 days.

Crimini and Portabellas

Green Beans-Alert Cauliflower Peppers-ALERT

Supplies are short both East and 
West, quality is suspect, and the 
market is very strong. No relief for a 
couple more weeks. Once we get 
closer to November, if there is no 
weather challenges in the growing 
regions, supplies should be good for 
the holiday pull in November and 
December. 

Quality is mostly fair to good with 
occasional mold, inconsistent under 
sizing, and brown discoloration. 
Market is adjusting this week as 
demand has once again fallen off and 
the previous warm weather brought 
back up supplies.

Green bell supply is extremely short 
nationwide. Demand exceeds supply 
causing the market to rise. Anticipate 
green bells supply to remain tight for 
the next 2-3 weeks. Red bell supply 
good and the market is steady. Yellow 
bell supply is light and the market is 
strong. Coachella is trying to get 
started on green bells.

Due to strong demand coupled by several 
crop failures, this variety of mushrooms to 
see limited supplies from now until the end 
of the year.

Fall West Coast Transition

Mix Berries Lemons  Limes Parsley and Cilantro

The transition from the growing regions of 
the Salinas Valley in CA will start to make its 
transition down to the desert growing 
regions of Yuma Arizona over the next 4-6 
weeks. 

For mix berries this week there is 
some slow improvement being see as 
overall demand has been reduced.  
Blueberries are the shortest of the 
mixed berries with imports waiting to 
start and very few coming out of 
Mexico and Argentina. Raspberries 
and blackberries are more readily 
available for shipping this week. 

Lemons-Demand is slow due to light 
food-service demand. Supplies are 
good. 
Limes- Recent rains have caused fruit 
to gain size, majority of volume is in 
200's and 175's. Quality has been 
affected due to weather conditions 
primarily in blanching, and oil spots. 

Markets on both parsley and cilantro 
remain challenging due to quality 
issues. The previous heat waves 
caused damage in the fields and 
quality product is fair at best.

Strawberries Oranges-ALERT Tomato-ALERT

Strawberries were starting to see 
some relief as production has picked 
up out of Santa Maria and Oxnard CA. 
Better quality is also been seen 
coming out of these regions. Salinas 
and Watsonville, CA continue to wind 
down their season and production 
remains hampered by the previous 
weather conditions.

Demand has been very strong as 
supplies of Valencia’s dwindle. 113 
and 138ct are especially short in 
supply and subbing up to larger sizes 
has been necessary in some cases.  
The start of Navels has been delayed 
due to a lack of color break. We are 
now looking at the end of October. 

Supply continues to be extremely 
short on all varieties both East and 
West due to lack of available product. 
Quincy, FL and the South Georgia 
crop was almost a 100% loss due to 
Sally. Ruskin/Palmetto fruit should be 
available by mid-November. 
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